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My fourth question is that Mr. Special Adviser said that the 
United States would name the date for the withdrawal of U.S, and 
allied forces if our side agreed to settle the question of prisoners. 

At another point of your Seven Point Program you said the question 
of prisoners should be settled as part of the overall solution in the 
Seven Point Program, 

I hope that you will give the answers to these questions, 

Kissinger: Mr. Minister, these questions are asked with your usual 
perspicacity. Let me take them out of order. 


Lei me begin first with the last question, the issue of prisoners. 
Our view with how to proceed with fixing the date is as follows: if 
you agree in principle with these proposals, that is all seven points, 
then we will give you the date and then of course we can discuss the" 
date. The date concerns not only the prisoners, but the other five 
points also. 

We understand, of course, that your agreement is conditional, 
and requires that the date is mutually acceptable. 

Is that clear? 

Xuan Thuy : That means the date is related to the whole Seven Points. 
Kissinger: That is correct. 


Xuan Thuy : I understand. 
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Xuan Thuy: I have another question. 


The last time Mr. Special Adviser said the U. S. 
for troop withdrawal when it knew about the release o f PO ■ 

not fix a date if it is not clear about prisoners. But from J 

^understand that even if the U. S. gets the prisoners you would still not 

a date because a date still depends on your other points. 

v . mw i3L i made clear last time that the Seven Points are a package. 

pri.oo.ri occor .imolUoooo.ly »iU> <*■< "**•*”**£' * jLi.oo.r. 

L exploioing polo. 1 <o th. Mtai.ur. I w.oUd » ~k. P ' 

should be released, not just a discussion of this quesfio 
agreement on their release, not just on discussion of it. 

Let me make one explanation of the Seven Points: If you read them 
carefuUy?yoTwill see Sat they are not all of the same character. 
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Point one fixes an obligation for us to give a date for the total 
withdrawal of all our forces. 

Point two is really taken from your own program, namely that the 
disposition of other forces should be discussed among the peoples. 

Point three requires a ceasefire. 

Points four and five are really expositions of point three. 

Point six establishes the principle of the neutrality of the Indochinese 
states and has been nart of vour oroffram, 

* v * ~ w 

Point seven involves the release of POW's, and I have explained our 
thinking about this before. 

So the essential principles are the withdrawal date, the ceasefire, 
neutrality, and the return of POW’s. 

Xuan Thuy : So, will you fix the date for your troop withdrawal if you know 
about the release of POW’s? 


Kissinger: If you agree that there shall be agreement on ceasefire, release 
of POW's, and a general agreement on neutrality, which you have already 
agreed to, we shall fix a date for withdrawal. 
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VuTTrimv^ Yes, you said last time that after considering your proposal. 

I™*, Aft., y»« p.cp«»l ». >• 

is not complete enough. 

Ki3 singer: You are two points ahead of us again. X accept it, but I notice i 

Xuan Thuv ; This proves our desire is more earnest than yours to end the 
■war because vc have more points* 

Kissinger: George Bernard Shaw once said that "I "rote a long letter 
because I didn't have time to write a short one. 

(Xuaa,3fcuY then reads the nin- points from a prepared text. ) 

tj L one, The withdrawal of the totality of U. S. forces and those of 
foreigTTomitries in the U. S. camp from South Vietnam and other Indochin 
countries should be completed within 1971. 

Point Two. The release of all military men and ciyilians captured^in 
war should be carried out in parallel and completed at the same time as tl 
troop ’withdrawals mentioned in Point One. 
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